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16, November 1970 



Dear Shri Krishnamurti, 




Your letter of 14th 

have no objection to your making 
memtion of your father being taken fc«rSimla 
my father and myself. 





Youre Sincerely 

> Gin 
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LIFE-SKETCH OF THE AUTHuB 



Kavi Sirobbtifefaaaa 



STll VASA SURYANARAYAWA SASTR! 



# 




feel it my singular gooS fortune to be 
the eldest son of Kavisirobhushana Late Sri 
Vag& Suryanarayana Sastri, author" of this 
Sftmsknt Kavyam 4 Sn Lokamanya Chant-beto* 
(the Biography of Sn Lokamanya Bala Ganga- 

dbara Tmlak) As publisher of the Kavyam, 

furnish a brief aocount of bis life an 
activities. 





The author was* bofa of bumMe but piorts 

parents Venkataramiah and Venkactfimfba in 
November 1882 in a small village in Silks kulam 
Bt (A P. He was their eldest son and after 
his eaily education in his village, he joined the 
Veflasaarnajam Samsknt Pafciasala at Salur 
There Kat/akantha V&sishta Ganapathi Sastri 



Wis his cfhtrm Once, ort a Tdnar eclipse day fbfy 
both ba$ taken a pious vow on the banks of 



rive> vegavathi tio dedicate their lives to Sanskrit 
so a& to feecoine poets in it and to prove that 




& 



s a language full of life and vigour The famous 



II 




Ganapatbi Sasfcn glorified bis came as the author 

many Samskrit poetical works The author of 
ibis Kavyam had to give up his studies at the age 

of eighieen to shoulder tbe family burden Still, 
he studied Sajasknt Kavyams and Valmiki 
Bamayanam intensively. 



f* 



Sometimes after, he shifted his family to 
Lakshitrmarasupeta, a village in Srikakulam 

District and started there a Samskrit Pathasala 
La.ter, ha joined as a Telugu Pandit in the then 
Bajah's college, Parlakimedi, a turning point in 




i 



s life 



There, he and late Dr G Y Sitbapathi 



Pantbulu studied under late Bao Sahib G 




Eamamurti Pantbulu Theieby he imbibed the 
habit of a critical study and tbe art of logical 
argument 



The f'rst step is social reform began with 



the request of Mr P Swamy Babu, a prominent 



landlord of Narasannapetato revive 'Upanayana 
Samskaram' in his Kabnga yaisya community 
For this be prepared a book 'Pouramka Prayoga 
pBddhathf on Sastraio lines He took an active 



pait m tbe Modern 7 elugu Movement of G- y* 
Bamamum Pantuln by contributing articles 




writing verses in Telngu 



« 




This author was a deep Samskrit Scbolai 
who always tried to wade with the tioie-spmfi 
seeking sanction of Hindu scnpture<? He favors rf 
the removal of untoucbahihty launched by 
Mabatma Gandhi Those who heard bim felt that 
a scholar of his type was needed to remove the 
traditional evils m society 

As for charaka' favoured bv Mabatma 



GaBdhi he attached sanctity to it by composing 
'Mathiupuja' in Ramskut incorporating a form 




Charaka V* a tb a m 






Presciibmg some'* 'Prayascbitbam', be 
tackled the problem of jeoonversion into Hindu- 
ism of those jtbat took tb*> other religious He 
also advocated the remarpage of child widows 
with Sastraic sanction. s 



On behalf of the bill putforth by Sri 
Haravilasa Sarada advocating post -puberty 
marriages, this author addressed several gather- 
ings in Andbia area The elite felt that be was 
well versed with the Dbax&a Sasfcras and inter- 
preted them as sanctioning all modern pio- 
gressive movements in social reform Later, he 
spent sometime m Calcutta and convinced mo&t 
of the orthodox pandits and won them to his 
side He had an invitation from the 'Age of 
consent committee to go to Simla to substantiate 

his views before the committee. 



IV 



His enthusiasm and earnestness ib the 
Oause attracted the attention of the present 
president of the Indian Kepubhc His excellency 
Sri V* V Qui and his revered father, late lainen* 



#* 




ted Sri V. V Jogiab pantulu, then a member 

e cential legislature >Tbey both took this 
author to Simla when the bill was on the anvil 




of the legislature f l here, be pleaded in support 



of the bill and had the satisfaction of seeing the 
bill passing into an Act 



In the agitation of Andhra against the 



amalgamation of \Par1akmiedi listo Orissa he 
wrote some emotional verses in Telngu 'About the 
stand of Andhras m Parlakimedi Prior to its 
amalgamation, be left Parlakimedi and after 

spending two years in a village, he shifted to 
E»]ahiiundry and stayed f tbere for four years 

His stay in Rajah mundry marked the 
beginning of his career as a Samsknt^ poet. For 
the 'Sh&sbtipoortbi Mabotsavam' of Mahamaho 
padhyaya Tata Subharaya Sastn he composed 
a Samsknt Kavyam 'Guru Dakshma' to pay 



homage to bis Guru m Dbaima Sastra, The 




celebrations committee published it |in Davana- 
ari script applauding it as a piece of fine poetiy* 




He ne^t went to Madra^ and lived 



there for four years. On the sad demise of 




Sri K. Nageawatarao Fatitutu he composed 




Samsknt Karvyam, a life-sketch of the great 



kn&hm leader. l It was published m Devanaeari 



script. Scholars opined that it was a record of 
the spontaneous outburst of feeling and an 
embodiment of de$p emotion full of soft gliding 
verse and deep sentiment couched in chcce 

expression 

Ha then *compo$ed devotional verges m 
Samskrit 'Kapaleeswara yibtautbi' on the famous 

Lord Kapaleeswara in Myl&pore, Madras In the 



foieword Dewan Bahadur K S Ratn&swanH 
Sastri remarked that "the very refrain c 8warmn ! 
Cbandrakalavathamsa. f Bb^avan , Sambbo * 
Kapaleeswara t has a cbarmnfg and bunting 
melody. Every Verse springs "from a new an 
lively fancy which is wWrfeed *dtft with much 
artistic skill which sets off tfiittrral touches ,5 




Dr. B Pattabhl Sitharamayya Pan*filiJ,|tbe then 



G-overnor of Madhya* Pradesh highly ^predated 

the easy flow and charm of the verses #nd suggest 
ted the rendering of each sloka into Telugu 
poetry, jhe author did this in the second edition 



with the same 6ase and charm 



Aftex a stay of four years la Madras /be 

returned tro Rajahmuntiry to live with his second 
son Tfaete, in the Ramakrishna 5efa Sam/ehi bfe 

u^ed to give dis^ttoirses on the Upanishads and 



vr 




1 



n 1942^ when be passed the age of 

sixty, he and my mother came to live with me in 



Srikakularn In 1913, Mr. P Swamy Babu of 

Naiasannapefea requested him to live in his 
place, Narasannapeta a'lofcmg him a decent 

house and some land, The old couple enjoyfd this 
benevolence for eighteen years During this period 



he used to deliver lectures en philosophical topics 
and on 'Kamavaibarabhathvanf in several places 

He was partly responsible for the starting of the 
Upanishanmandiram m Srikakulam where be 
often gave lectures on different topics 



"fhe author led a peaceful retired life m 
Narasannapeta and spent this time in literary 

work. He composed in Samskrifc verse Kodanda- 



xami Mahatmyam 1 and then devotional verses 
l Snnivasa Vibbuthi * 



In 1949, his was the only cootnbution in 
Sanskrit verge to the 'INebru Abhinandan 

Gh:antb ? The committee awarded him an hono- 
rorium expressing its appreciation* 

In his old age' the author went to Banaras 
with his family Scholars there heard his 

Kapaleeswara Vibhafchi' The t p - most among 



theiu Mi. Sabrahmaay^ Saifiri, chief piofessor of 

Put vamimajasa was 30 much enamouied that ha 




translated each sloka m Hindi prose and prssen 



ted it to the author 



Later, in 1956, at the request of Swami 



Sri Satyananda of Inamadgu be composed 
'Tarakeswara Mabatmyam ' For <Sn Gayathn 
Satbrayasra held m Bombay be composed <Gaya- 
thn Stuthi Batnamala', pubhsbed in the huge 
volume 'Oudoechya Jyotbi 



* 



He also started on a pilgrimage to Bame- 
swaram Theie, be extolled <Sri Bamalmgeswara* 
in Samsknt verse and composed 'Sankaramala'. 

was highly appieciated by the then Governor 





of Kerala Dr B. Bamakrisbnarao and Kavi 
satvabhowmo, Kalaprapurna Snpada Krishna 

murti Sastn. 

The author attained his 75th year and 

was time for the centenary celebrations of 
Lokamanya 8n Bala Gangadhara Tbilak He 

prepared h s master piece, the biography oj 
Lokamanya as a Kavyam in Samsknt but the 



celebrations committee couldnot published it on 
the plea of late submission. 




In March. 1961, my mother became sick 
Then, both my parents came to live in 
kulam with me. She felt that they did not go to 
Snsilam. To make amends, the author composed 

*Sri Saila Mallikatjuna Suprabhatham/ He also 





wrote verses on V 3 swakavi Tagore and on 



Pandit Motilal Nehru on the accessions of their 



centenary celebrations His verses on Tagore 

we 6 published m Bhai4tbiya Vidya Bhavan 
Journal, July 1062, 



The autboj. prepared an essay in 1 elugu 




on 'Bamavafcbaiathafchvam and Ramarajyain' 
where in b« traced logically that Mahatma 
Gandhi followed the foot - prints of Sri 
For this essay he won the first prize and w as 
awarded Ks* 116/- in the temple of Sri v**aha- 
narasimba Swamy Vara at Simhaohalam by the 



then Minister forBeligtous Endowments A P) 
Srs Kalluri Chandra kTouli in 'August, 1961 



By that time the author was also sick but 
my mother's pious iisire to pass away before bim 

was fulfilled on 13tb August, 1961 I ill the last 

day, the author was moving about and on tbg 
pious day !Ekadasi in tbe dark fortnight of 
Kartbikam (2nd December, 1961) he breathed 
bis last. They left; behind them three sons and 
three daughters at^d a number of grand children 
and their children 



To Summarise his carrer, up to tbe age of 



fifty he took part in al 1 progressive social re 
lmm& with Saat^aic support, Aftex that, he was 
busy as a poet* His pcrafery imilt with mhet 







Hero-worship or worsnip of the lord 
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Starting with the study of Vp'niiin 





ama 



m 



y&nam he closed his career with his essay on 




i 



Bamavatbaiathathvam\ He started his Sanskrit 



poetry with 'Gurudakshina' and closed it with 



i 



Snsaila Malhkarjuna Supiabbatham ' He won 



the title of 'Kavisirobhushana' and fulfilled his 



vow. 



Now, coming to the publication side ? fcb 





■« 



Sanskrit Kavyam is the b ograpby of Sri Lok 



manya, a great Sainsknt scholar, the expounder 
of the hidden secrets of Bbagavadgitba ' The 
author availed the centenary celebrations and 
to sanctify she name and fame of Lokbamanya he 
composed it in the celestial language, Sanskrit 



# 




t is a homage paid on behalf of Andhrsr^ to an 



outstanding persenahty in the History of 
Independent India and the foremost leader hf 
the freedom struggle whose slogan was 'Swaraj 
is my birth-right, Somehow, the book remained 
unpublished 

This year, on my application, the Andhra 



Pradesh Sahitya Akademi granted Enpees Five 



hundred With grateful thanks to the Akademi 

launched on this publication 




With Pranamams, i offer my humblest 

thanks to our beloved Rashfcrapathi, His Ex« 




oellency Sri Sri Sri V* V Ghn for the gracious 
permission to mention a reference in the 
sketch. 





I now breath a sigh of relief that I could 

discharge my filial duty, though long overdue, 
in which my youngest brother Sri Vft&a Subrab- 





inanya Sastri, Lecturer in Telugu, A M 
College, Anakapalli had his share m editing and 



supplying faotnotes where necessary. I deem it a 
happy augury to publish the book on Ekadasi in 



the month of Margasirsham as the author passed 




away on Ekadasi in the dark fortnight 
Karthikam and as the auspicious month of 
argasirsham is Lord Sri Krishna himself 




Srikakulam j VASA KRfSHNAMURTY 
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